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This document is the scanned version of Appendix 2 of my Ph.D. thesis ‘The traditional rule of 
succession in early Ireland’, 2 vols (Trinity College Dublin, 1994). This thesis formed the basis of 
my book Early Irish kingship and succession (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2000; paperback reprint 
2013). On pp. 296-316 there is a section with twelve genealogical tables and their sources. Those 
printed are 1. Ireland: overview; 2. Dál Cuinn; 3. Uí Néill; 4. Cenél nÉogain of the North; 5. Cenél 
Conaill of the North; 6. Síl nÁedo Sláine of Brega 7. Clann Cholmáin of Mide; 8. Uí Dúnlainge of 
Leinster; 9. Dál Cais of Thomond; 10. Éoganachta of Munster; 11. Síl Muiredaig of Connacht; 12. 
The descendants of Toirdelbach Ua Conchobair (†1156). 

These twelve genealogical tables were based on those given in Appendix 2 of my thesis, which 
contains 76 tables or sections on 85 pages. They were mainly meant to visualize the patterns of 
succession in the Irish dynasties. It seemed to me that those interested in Irish medieval history 
would find these tables useful for the identification of kings, lords and dynasts mentioned in the 
historical and other sources. Publication in the form of an article or such was not feasible. The 
computer software that I used (WordPerfect) quickly became obsolete, and the process of reducing 
extensive tables by assembling them from two or more A4-sized prints and photocopying them on 
a smaller scale, is not something easily repeated in print. In 2013 I decided  to scan them and 
publish them as a pdf, but in order to do so I had to get the mistakes out which I noted as soon as 
I had printed the first version for the examiners of my Ph.D. Most of them were corrected in the 
final version (the one submitted to the library of Trinity College Dublin), but as I lack a good clean 
copy of the final version of my own, I decided to enter these corrections and a few others by hand 
in the first version with a black pen and tippex. Usually, this does not give a very pleasant result, 
but what counts is that the necessary corrections and additions are inserted in such a way that 
anybody can understand them. I did not attempt to correct all the mistakes (e.g. Aed is not 
corrected to Áed), just the most obvious and serious ones, to retain a degree of useability. I have 
not tried to take publications of genealogical tables from after 1994 into account either, nor have I 
updated the tables on account of discussions about the identity or pedigree of certain dynasts (e.g. 
of Diarmait mac Cerbaill) in recent literature. 

Another issue is that of annalistic dating. What I considered to be the ‘true year’ turned out to be 
more problematic as I had thought. The research of Daniel McCarthy (see e.g. his ´The chronology 
of the Irish annals’, Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy 98C (1998) 203-255, and his website 
http://www.irish-annals.cs.tcd.ie/) had not been used to compile the genealogical tables, with the 
result that for the early period especially the ‘true year’ as I calculated it may be one or a couple 
of years removed from what McCarthy now considers to be the ‘true year’. Yet my calculation can 
be related to the sources, as I have included ‘A note on the dates in the annals’ of my Ph.D. thesis 
(pp. xvi-xvii) in this PDF. 

I am aware that the above detracts from the value of my genealogical tables, and this is not even 
taking other matters (spelling, matters of interpretation, use of all the sources, etc.) into account, 
as is also set out in the introduction to Appendix 2. The reader is advised to check the sources, as 
needs to be done with all genealogical tables. Few of those published are without mistakes, and 
my collection will not be an exception. Only until all the annals and genealogical sources, regnal 
lists, praise poems, and other sources have been properly edited and interpreted, one can start to 
compile trustworthy genealogical tables with annotations to explain editioral choices. Until that 
time I hope that these genealogical tables will add to those already printed in various publications, 
and as a collection provide a good (if highly abstract) picture of the chronological and spatial 
development of the major early medieval Irish dynasties. 
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